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FORGIVENESS OF OTHERS, A CONDITION OF 
THE DIVINE FORGIVENESS. 


‘ 


Matruew vi. 12. 14, 15.—And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you. But if ye forgive not men their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 


Tue picture which our Saviour drew in one of his parables, is a 
picture of man. A poor debtor, who owed ten thousand talents, and 
had nothing to pay, fell down before his lord and cried for mercy. 
Yet when he had been forgiven, he went out and found one of his 
fellow servants who owed him a hundred pence ; and though that 
fellow servant fell down and cried for mercy, he would not forgive, 
but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt. 

Now, our Lord, knowing the unforgiving temper of man, has seen 
fit to annex to every prayer that we offer for forgiveness, a remarka- 
ble condition :— 

“ Forgive us our debts,—as WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS.” 

I. As every man is supposed to be an offender against God, so 
every man is supposed ¢o have been in some way offended by his fel- 
low men. The world is so bad, that our Lord presumes nobody will ~ 
be able to go through it, without feeling some inconvenience from the 
wicked, with whom he comes every day in contact in a thousand 
ways. He must be favored with a singular exemption from the com- 
mon lot of men,—especially from the common lot of good men,— 
who can walk far in such a world as this, without being imposed 

Vou. XII. No. 3. 
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> character slandered, his sentiments misinterpreted or belied, and his 





men. 
We often misunderstand our fellow men ; and we are often misun- 
derstood. Who does not know, how large a share of the enmities 














some slight misapprehension, which a little candor, a little charity, 
and a little explanation in the outset, would have entirely cleared 
away? But when once ill blood is up, and the war of harsh words 
is begun, the closer the friendship has been, the more deadly now 
the war. “A brother offended: is harder to be won than a strong 
city: and their contentions are like the bars of a castle.” Often, too, 
a strife once kindled would go out, if there were no tale-bearers. But 
there are always enough to fan the fire. What began in a simple 
misunderstanding, thus often results in multiplied wrong. 

With all the wickedness of which the world is so full,—with all 
the little misunderstandings to which fallible beings are so liable,— 
and with all the ill-offices of those who love to promote strife ; it will 
be very strange if any man walks far in life, without being called to 
suffer some grievous wrong. “It must needs be that offences come.” 
And this our Saviour takes for granted. But, 

II. He requires every one, who comes to pray for forgiveness from 
God, to give a bond, the penalty of which is damnation, that he will 






























































forgive his trespasses. 

“ Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” Certainly, 
he who uses this prayer, binds himself to forgive his fellow men 
their trespasses, on penalty of never finding forgiveness with God. 
Every sinner, who does not forgive his brother, utters his own con- 
demnation every time that he thus prays for the divine forgiveness. 
“ Forgive, as I forgive.” The import of the prayer is, if I fail to 
Sorgive, let me never be forgiven. Our Lord is not satisfied with 
declaring that an unforgiving soul shall never be forgiven : he makes 
the transgressor utter his own doom; nay, put it in as a condition 
of his prayer; and bind himself to forgive, under the penalty of 
eternal perdition. And to make the matter absolutely certain ; to cut 
off all hope of forgiveness from every one that will not forgive his 
neighbor; our Lord is careful to add these words: “ For if ye for- 















































upon or defrauded; or without having his motives impeached; his 


very soul wrung with the unkindness and the injustice of his fellow ° 


which arise between those who should be chief friends, is owing to 


forgive his fellow men their trespasses, just as he asks the Lord to’ 
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give not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses.” " 

He added the same to the parable of the unmerciful servant, who 
received forgiveness for a debt of ten thousand talents, but would not 
pity and spare his fellow servant who owed him a hundred pence. 
“Then his Lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou 
wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst 
me : shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellow ser- 
vant, even as I had compassion on thee? And his Lord was wroth, 
and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was 
due unto him. So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto 
you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their 
trespasses.”’ 

He added the same sentiment, as he taught his disciples to have 
faith in prayer, on the occasion of the fig-tree withering at his word. 
“ And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have aught against any ; 
that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive your trespasses. 
But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven 
forgive your trespasses.” 

So, here is one character that cannot be forgiven. An unforgiving 
man cannot obtain the forgiveness of God. And what must become 
of him who cannot be forgiven? The bible does not leave us in 
doubt : “ He shall have judgment without mercy, that showed no mer- 
cy.” Think of this—“ Judgment without mercy!” All his iniquities 
heaped upon his head; all remembered ; all brought into the judg- 
ment! No Mediator to plead for him: no Redeemer’s blood to atone 
for him: God will never forgive him. “He shall have judgment 
without mercy !” 

For this reason, whoever comes to the altar with his gift, and there 
remembers that there is ill blood between him and his neighbor, must 
stop. He must first go and be reconciled to his brother. If he have 
entered into his closet ; and there, when he is on his knees, remem- 
bers that he has in his heart any bitterness or grudge against his 
neighbor, he must beware how he asks for forgiveness. If he pre- 
sumes to pray for pardon without forgiving his neighbor, he will, in 
effect, pray for the damnation of his own soul. 

But our wicked hearts are so prone to wicked evasions, that, in 
order to be safe, it is necessary for us to inquire further concerning 
the reach of this bond to forgive, 
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Ill. How, then, according to the condition of this prayer, are we. 
to forgive our debtors ? 

1. Freely : just as we wish God to forgive us. Your neighbor 
has offended. He has grievously and inexcusably wronged you. He 
deserves punishment, If it were not so, there would be no need of 
forgiveness: simple justice would make all right. But suppose he’ 
has grievously injured you,—wronged you in your property,—insulted 
you,—slandered you. The sentiment of this wicked world says, Re- 
sent it: revenge it. he Gospel says, Forgive. Forgive freely. Be 
not strict to ask for an honorable amend. Suppose the offender is in 
your power. Suppose you can make him smart for the wrong, or 
buy his peace dearly. Suppose you can, by simply telling the truth, 
cover him with shame, and make the world despise him. Suppose 
he has given ample provocation, and amply deserves it. What then? 
Your wicked heart can, if it will, take sweet revenge. It will whis- 
per you, that it is not so much vengeance as doing the offender jus- 
tice. This wicked world may tell you it is all right. But what 
says the Gospel? “ Forgive.” Forbear all vengeance. Do not un- 
necessarily expose him. Do not wound his feelings, any more than 
the kindest concern for his present and eternal good would prompt 
you todo. ‘Treat him not as an enemy, but as a brother whom you 
are anxious to spare ; whose reputation you wish to preserve. Take 
the necessary steps to bring him to repentance ; but do it as to a be- 
loved brother or son. 

If you say, “I will forgive him, but I will make him smart a little 
for his wickedness: I will take a little revenge first, and make him 
pay for his exemption from worse punishment ;”—is this as you wish 
the Lord to deal by you? So you must pray. You are bound to 
make the condition express ; “ Forgive me my debts, as I forgive my 
debtors.” By this rule, you are bringing yourself into trouble. Ac- 
cording to your own prayer, God may have to strip you of your pro- 
perty ; blast your prospects; leave you to such courses as will ruin 
your reputation; lay you on a bed of lingering sickness ; or cut down 
your children or dearest friends by death. You bind yourself by your 
prayer to all this. Possibly this is not the worst of the case. God 
may esteem you one who does not forgive; and he may hold on to 
the bond, which you give in prayer, never to be forgive! Forgive 
Sreely. Forbear all vengeance ; all retaliation ; all attempts to injure 
the offender’s character. You are on ground, over which the Lord 
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has seen fit to draw the provisions of his law with exceeding strict- 
ness. “Vengeance is mine ; I will repay, saith the Lord.” Slight 
is the injury which your revenge can inflict on him who has injured 
you; but, according to your prayer for forgiveness, it destroys your 
own soul. 

2. Forgive great wrongs. So you wish to be forgiven of God. 
You owe ten thousand talents, and have nothing to pay. You must 
be indebted to a pardon that forgives sins worthy of everlasting death, 
or you must spend your eternity in hell. This is the forgiveness 
that you want of God. What wrongs so great has your neighbor 
committed against you? Say not, “ He has deserved punishment : 
he does not deserve to be forgiven.” Say not, “He has done so 
wickedly, that I cannot bear it: I cannot forgive it.” Where would 
you be, if great wrongs could not be forgiven? Where would you be, 
if no one that richly deserves punishment, must ever find pardon? 
God will hold you to your bond. If you could not forgive the great 
offences of your neighbor, then your great offences cannot be for- 
given. 

3. Be ready to forgive unasked: be the first to seek reconciliation 
with an offender. 

Some people are apt to say, “I am ready to forgive, as soon as he 
asks my forgiveness, with suitable reparation and acknowledgments,” 
At first view this looks very reasonable. But God so loved the world, 
that while we were yet enemies, Christ died for the ungodly. No voice 
of supplication had ascended to his ear. There were none ready to 
return and to seek God, crying, “ Father, we have sinned.” There 
were none ready to think of making reparation for the wrong: and 
had they done so, no reparation could have been made. Then God, 
of his own overflowing kindness, came to seek us, when we were lost. 
And still he pursues us with his love. While we are obstinate in 
rebellion, he pleads with us ; he beseeches us by his mercies to turn 
and live. “Did ever mercy stoop so low.” Was ever pardon offered 
at so costly an expense? God did not forbear the condescension. 
He did not forbear the sacrifice. He was the first to seek reconcilia- 
tion with offending worms of the dust. 

Say,—if you proudly and coldly stand aloof from your offending 
brother, waiting for him to make the first advances towards recon- 
ciliation, because he is the offender ; if your proud heart prompts you 
to stand for your honor, and thinks it beneath your dignity to. bow 





38 « THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


itself with kind offers of reconciliation to that unworthy .and offend. - 
ing brother ;—can you hope to be forgiven? If you make this a | 
condition of forgiving your brother, God may make it a condition of 
forgiving you. He may cease to pursue you with his Spirit. He 
may give you up to your own heart’s lust, to walk in your own 
counsels, and then you are as surely lost, as though you were already 
in hell. Be careful lest your endeavor to maintain your dignity end 
in the eternal ruin of your soul. God will certainly bring down that 
naughtiness of heart. Beware how you say, “ Forgive me my debts 
as I forgive my debtors,” with such a temper. Beware lest you en- 
. Snare your own soul. 

4. Forgive repeated wrongs. 

“Why, this man has been so constantly doing wrong, that I am 
tired of forgiving him. I have lost all patience.” How natural are 
such thoughts to the carnal heart! Peter thought he had stretched 
forgiveness very far, when he had extended it to the seventh offence. 
“Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? 
Till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, until 
seven times; but, until seventy times seven :” and immediately he 
uttered the parable of the unforgiving servant, to warn his disciples 
against an unforgiving spirit. 

He knew our proneness to revenge: our punctiliousness respect- 
ing insults: and our ungodly notions of dignity, and of “ proper re- 
sentment.” He knew our dangers: and therefore said, “ Take heed 
to yourselves :” as if he had said, Look out for special dangers here: 
“TAKE HEED to yourselves ; if thy brother trespass against thee, 
rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. And if he trespass 
against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn 
again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.” 

Where would you be ; you who have lost all charity and all pa- 
tience, and are tired of forgiving your oft offending brother ; where 
would you be, if God’s patience were wearied out? Where would 
you be, if God could never forgive those whose offences are multi- 
plied as the waves of the sea? Are you willing to cut yourself off 
from all forgiveness, if you have sinned as many times as seventy 
times seven? If not, then beware how you refuse to forgive a brother 
who has often offended. You bind yourself by your very prayer, to 
receive the measure which you mete to others: “And with what 
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.” 









- a F & &® e2 ew FP Ko 8 


—- a2” 











ON FORGIVENESS. 


5. Forgive from the heart. How often do people say, “I can for- 
give, but I cannot forget?” In other words, “I can forbear outward 
acts of retaliation ; I can say I forgive; but I cannot root the bitter 
feeling from my heart.” 

Our Lord has been very careful to aim a thunderbolt against this 
refuge of lies. .“ And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the 
tormentors. So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, 
if ye, from your heart, forgive not every one his brother their tres- 
passes.” Simply saying, “I forgive,” will not do. Simply forbear- 
ing revenge, will not do. The Lord would have us root out all 


-wrath, and malice, and unkind feelings, from the soul. All bitter re- 


collection of the injury is to be effaced. The waters of oblivion 
should close over the wrong, and hide it forever. So God forgives. 
“TI will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 
“For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and 
their iniquities will I remember no more.” “ He will turn again, he 
will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and 
thou will cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.” 

If we would be the sons and daughters of the Highest ; if we would 
have God wipe away all tears from our eyes, and the Lamb feed us 
and lead us to living fountains in heaven; we must beware not to 
deceive ourselves with saying, “I can forgive, but I cannot forget.” 
What if God should remember our sins, and retain his secret anger 
forever? ‘There could be no heaven to us. We must forget. If 
memory cannot forget things that are once past, the heart must not 
remember : or if it does, it must be only with love and pity for the 
offender ; and, with rejoicing for ourselves, that we have an oppor- 
tunity of imitating our Father who is in heaven. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. With what fearful rigor the Gospel represses a malicious and> 
revengeful spirit! “He that hateth his brother, is a murderer.” 
He that shall use the language of reproach or of railing against his 
brother, is “in danger of hell-fire.” And here, to cut up all malice 
and bitterness and revenge by the very roots; our Lord requires us, 
when we pray, to bind ourselves to forgive,—to forgive from the 
heart,—under penalty of never being forgiven of God! It must be 
that he saw in the human heart a great propensity to malice and bit- 
terness and revenge. It must be that such a temper is exceedingly 
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loathsome in his sight, and utterly incompatible with salvation. His 
Gospel is fitted for such a world of offences as this ; and for just such 
proud, high spirited, irascible beings, as fallen men. Therefore it is, 
that the Gospel abounds with such injunctions as these : “ Let all bit- 
terness, and wrath, and evil speaking, and clamor, be put away from 
you, with all malice : and be ye kind to one another, tender hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God, for Christ’s sake, hath forgiven 
you.” “Put on, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind,—meekness, long-suffering : 
forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have 
a quarrel against any ; even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.” 

2. It is a serious thing to pray for forgiveness. ‘That prayer is in- 
separable from the condition, “ As we forgive our debtors.” It will 
be of no use to omit the condition, though conscious guilt may prompt 
us to do so. If we forget the condition, God will not. Think, then, 
what must be the prayer of the duellist; when—as he knows not 
but he stands on the brink of the eternal world, and feels himself un- 
fit to die,—he secretly lifts up his heart with the prayer, “ Forgive 
my trespasses.” Oh that awful condition, “ As J forgive!” And he 
stretches out his hand to destroy his brother! ‘This is the way he 
forgives! His prayer turns into the most horrible imprecation of 
wrath upon his own soul: “So let God. visit me with his wrath: so 
let God destroy my soul, as I aim to destroy my brother !” 

Let those, too, tremble, who can go to law, merely to avenge a little 
wrong or a little insult; or to harrass and vex a neighbor against 
whom they entertain a grudge. Do such people ever reflect that 
they are cutting themselves off from the mercy of God? They 
cannot pray, without bringing their souls under a bond of perdition, 
Can such a man pray ? Will he dare to utter before God the fearful 
words, “ Forgive me my debts, as I forgive my debtors?” Heaven 
will not endure the presumptuous mockery. ‘The mercy-seat changes 
into a throne of judgment. Clouds and darkness frown around it; 
and amid lightnings of wrath and thunders of wo, the sentence is 
heard, “He shall have judgment without mercy, that showed no 
- mercy.” 

Oh then, tremble too, ye who have a standing in the church of 
Christ, but who cannot commune together, nor pray together, nor 
labor for Christ together! If you cannot repair the wrong, can you 
not forgive ? How can you live a day in such a condition that you 
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cannot pray, without perhaps calling down vengeance on your own 
souls? How dare you ‘let the sun go down upon your wrath ? 
Two aged and eminent Christians, in the early days of Christianity, 
were at variance. It was a grievous matter. The world could not 
have devised a way to prevent aneternal hatred. But towards even- 
ing one sent to the other this touching message, “ Brother, the sun is 
near going down.” ‘They remembered the injunction of holy writ, 
“ Let not the sun go down upon your wrath :” and they were recon- 
ciled. How can you let the sun go down upon your wrath, when 
you carnot pray without imprecating upon your soul the wrath of 
God ! 

Remember that the condition of this prayer is not to be evaded. 
People sometimes have the heart to work ill to their neighbor, where 
they have not the courage to do so directly. They would gladly 
have the mischief done, but they wish to avoid the thunderbolts of the 
law, or the dread rebuke of public sentiment. They begin no slan- 
der, but they love to hear an ill report of their neighbor. They say 
nothing ; save to help it on by words of mischief that shall seem in- 
nocent. They love to see the mischief working against the one who 
has offended them; but they abound in exclamations of regret. 
With many professions of pity, they secretly rejoice in their neigh- 
bor’s shame and downfall. They think no eye of holy indignation 
seeth them. But such artifice escapes not the notice of the heart- 
searching God. ‘They will be held to the bond in their prayer for 
forgiveness. In addition to the woes that come upon an unforgiving 
temper, they will be called to meet an account of hypocrisy and lies. 

3. How very few forgive as they need to be forgiven. Oh, how 
much men need forgiveness from God! It is not one or two offences 
that they want forgiven ; but a whole life of rebellion and aggravated 
insult. ‘ They have treated God’s laws with contempt ; though he has 
‘ promulgated them with the most solemn pomp, and sanctioned them 
with everlasting penalties. ‘They have treated their Maker,—the Lord 
of heaven and earth, who only can kill or make alive—as though he 
were beneath their notice. Talk of what he may,—of justice or of 
mercy, of life or death, of heaven or hell,—they treat him as though 
his Yea and Amen were mere idle words. A little momentary plea- 
sure, a few dollars and cents, weigh more heavily on their minds than 
all the promises and all the warnings of Jehovah. 


Yet, oh, they want forgiveness! and forgiveness that will come 
Vor. XII. No. 3. 
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without their seeking it! forgiveness that will allow them to sin on, 
till the last gasp of life! They are willing to take forgiveness that cost 
the great Jehovah the sacrifice of his Son ; and that cost the Redeemer 
his life. They want iniquities forgiven,—yea, they want iniquities 
washed out with blood,—that deserve no less than everlasting imprison- 
ment amid the torments of hell. Unless they are forgiven, they must 
suffer all this. Unless they are ransomed with a price beyond silver 
and gold, and with a greater sacrifice than the cattle on a thousand 
hills, with all Lebanon to burn, they must “dwell with everlasting 
burnings.” This is the forgiveness which man needs; and this is 
the forgiveness which he asks of God. 

But is that guilty being, who wishes to be indebted so much to the 
forgiveness of God, ready to forgive his fellow men? Is he ready to 
exercise that “charity,” which “hopeth all things,” when judging of 
his neighbor? Is he willing to forgive and forget great wrongs, re- 
peated seventy times seven? Is he ready to make any sacrifices 
and to suffer any thing, rather than remember and revenge the injuries 
which he has received from his brother ? 

Alas,no! He is ready to put the worst construction on his neigh- 
bor’s conduct. He esteems it a point of honor to resent all wrongs; 
to stand off coldly, and wait till the offender first seeks reconciliation, 
and makes satisfaction to the uttermost. 

Oh ! let us ever remember under what a solemn bond we pray 
for forgiveness! As often as we come to this petition, let us solemnly 
pause ; and before we utter it, inquire,—Is my heart in such a state, 


that I can safely say, O Lord, forgive me, even as I forgive others 
théir trespasses ? 





SERMON CCXLV. 





BY REV. EDWIN HALL. 





THE NATURE AND SPIRIT OF THE FRAYER 
FOR FORGIVENESS. 


Mart. iv. 12.—* And forgive us our debts.” 


Our Lord designed this petition for all men, because “all have sin- 
ned.” The Gospel recognizes none as righteous ;—“ no, not one.” All 
have, therefore, occasion to pray, “ Forgive us our debts.” 

We will inquire, 


I. WHAT THIS PRAYER MEANS; 


II. How iT 18 TO BE MADE. 


1. Whoever uses this prayer, confesses himself guilty and undone. 
The whole Gospel proceeds upon this ground. Its great topics are, 
« atonement,” “ forgiveness,” “mercy,” “ grace,” “ salvation.” These 
have no appropriateness, save to the guilty and the lost. And, in so 
dreadful a controversy between God and his creatures, there can be 
no question who is in the wrong:—we are righteously condemned, 
and lost by our own iniquities. 


"The prayer under consideration makes this confession of sin. Who- 
ever uses it, must be speechless in the judgment. He has known his 
sin; he has confessed it. His very prayer testifies against him, as a 


sinner, and will be recognized in the judgment as a confession of his 
guilt. 


{f the petitioner does not mean this, then he speaks lies in hypocrisy. 
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He virtually charges God with fraud in the whole frame work of his 
Gospel ;—with falsehood in his declarations concerning the guilt of 
man ; with cruelty in the punishment which he inflicts in this world, 
and which he threaténs to inflict in the world to come. He treats the 
great Jehovah as a being who can be pleased with insincere acknow- 
ledgments: with fawning—hollow hearted confessions, that outrage 
, all justice and all truth. 


There is no escape from this. If we use the prayer, we make such a 
confession, as will make us speechless in the judgment ; or else, we are 
intentionally guilty of all this daring mockery of the ever-living God. 


2. We renounce in this petition, all pretence of making satisfaction 
for our sins. We plead no merit: we throw ourselves upon mere 
mercy : we simply ask forgiveness. 


Some people seem to think, that their endeavors to do the best they 
can for the future, will be set off against their past offences ; and that 
they may cancel their sins by extraordinary merit. Or, if they have 
no merit beyond their present duty, they fancy that if they do their 
duty for a long time, God will by degrees forget their past offences. 
But this is not seeking forgiveness. This is not taking the benefit of 
atonement. ‘This is not asking for pardon : it is endeavoring to make 
satisfaction. And to every one who resorts to this mode of salvation, 
by deeds of law, the Lord will give law ; and not mercy. They are | 
under the curse. They are fallen from the dispensation of grace, and 
must stand or fall by the law. “As many as are of the works of the 
law, are under the curse ;’—“ Christ shall profit you nothing :”°— 
“ Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified 
by the law; ye are fallen from grace.” But the prayer under consid- 
eration renounces all pretence of making satisfaction. We come to 
God making no plea but for mercy : endeavoring neither to palliate our 
guilt nor to atone for it. We come seeking forgiveness :—such for- 
giveness as will make us immeasurably indebted to the mere mercy 
of God. 


3. We seek, under the name of forgiveness, the remission of punish- 
ment. I should never have thought of making this remark, had I not 
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heard it gravely asserted, that there is never any forbearance of punish- . 
ment: that every sin is punished just as much as it deserves! .Ac- 

cording to this newly invented Gospel, God is so merciful that he 

will remit sins by punishing them! forgive, by holding on to the pen- 

alty ! atone for sins by the bloody sacrifice of his Son, and yet make no 

difference in his treatment of the sinner! The mighty work of re- 

demption ; the astonishing exhibition of God’s mercy through the 
propitiation of Christ; the pardon, the grace, the forgiveness, the 

mercy of the Gospel, the glad tidings of great joy, that make earth 

glad and fill heaven with wonder ;—all amount at last, (according to 

this theory,) to nothing more than this,—God treats the sinner just as 

he would have done, without all this mighty movement! Justice takes 

its course! Mercy, forgiveness, pardon, remission of sins,—are mere 

names ; they make no alteration in the course of God’s treatment of the 

sinner! Salvation by grace is simply salvation by justice ! 


Verily this is another Gospel! Its design seems to be, not to per- 
suade men to flee from wrath, but to make up their minds to BEar it. 
But this is not the Gospel. 'The Gospel declares that “ Christ hath re- 
deemed us from the curse of the law.” The lord who forgave his 
servant ten thousand talents, did not, as the act of forgiveness, cast him 
_ into prison till he should pay the uttermost farthing ; he treated him 
as though he owed him nothing. So “ being justified by the blood” of 
Jesus, “we shall be saved from wrath, through him.” Oh, the en- 
couraging intimation of forgiveness furnished, in this direction for 
prayer! “God will be merciful to our unrighteousness, and our sins 
he will remember no more.” “He that heareth Christ’s word, and be- 
lieveth on him, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condem- 
nation.” God for Christ’s sake hath freely forgiven him. For “God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son. that whosoever 
believeth in him should. not perish but have everlasting life.” 


This is what our Lord teaches us to ask for in the petition, “ For- 
give us our debts.” This is the forgiveness that we need, and this is 
the forgiveness of the Gospel. 


Il. How 1s THIS PRAYER TO BE MADE ? 


It is to be made, admitting the full charge which God has brought 
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against us in his word ;—pleading guilty to the very thing charged ; 
—allowing our guilt in its full enormity ; and turning to God by 
repentance, and with faith in Jesus Christ. 


It is to be feared, that, many, who repeat the Lord’s prayer, have very 
little notion of admitting themselves to be such sinners, that God would 
be. just in sending them to hell. They are willing to confess that they © 
are not perfectly righteous: there is a sort of misunderstanding be- 
tween them and their God, which they would be glad to have made 
up; but they have very little idea of prostrating themselves before 
God’s awful throne as hell-deserving sinners. Their prayer means 
about as much, as is implied, when one has inadvertently incommoded 
his neighbor, and says, very civilly, “ Please ercuse me.” 


Now the controversy of God with us is of a more serious nature than 
this. In his view, we are altogether unholy and vile ; deserving of perdi- 
tion ; and fit only to be banished from his presence forever. Though he 
is pitiful, and ready to show mercy, yet our desert is such, that his frown 
must shroud this earth as with the mantle of death, or his displeasure 
is not sufficiently manifested. So heinous is our sin, that not a son or 
daughter of Adam can be delivered from eternal wrath, without an 
adequate atonement. “Without the shedding of blood, there is no re- 
mission.” All the beasts of the field are not sufficient for sacrifice ; nor 
is Lebanon sufficient to burn. Angels were not able to break the seals 
of dur condemnation. There was found none in heaven that was able 
to dpen the book or to look thereon, till God’s own Son cried,—Father, 
spare the sinner: I give my life a ransom. He died to save them that 
were lost. And to save from what a punishment! Oh, sinner,—read 
in that wrath which burns with eternal fire, the estimate which God 
puts upon the sins that you regard so lightly ! 


Now, the Lord God must be vindicated in all this. Our cry for for- 
giveness must not be the cry of those who are willing to escape from 
cruelty by suing out a formal pardon. From the very heart, we must 
condemn ourselves, as God condemns us. We must loathe ourselves, 
as the Lord loathes the ungodly. We must confess the full amount 
of the sins with which we stand charged. We must confess their full 
enormity, as evinced by the serious manner in which God regards 
them. We must confess them with abhorrence. Our cry for pardon 
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must not be the light apology,—“Please excuse me,”—but the heart 
burthened prayer of the publican, who “ smote his breast, saying, Gop 
BE MERCIFUL TO ME A SINNER.” Our prayer must be the cry of con- 
trition and deep repentance, or it will avail nothing. ; 


Some persons can say carelessly, “ Why, I repent every day : I never 
sin but I am sorry for it.” Ah! do you forsake your sins? Do you 
utterly tenounce them, and turn from them with loathing?. Is your 
heart broken? Do you now dread falling into sin, as you would dread 
falling into hell? This trifling sorrow, that does not subdue the soul; 
—that does not melt the heart,—that does not change the temper or the 
life —is any thing rather than the repentance of the Bible. If you do not 
loathe sin ; if you are only sorry for the shame, while you love the sin 
as well as ever ; you are not a true penitent before God. This is only 
the sorrow of the world, that worketh death. 


Oh, how often, dying sinner, have you said, “ Forgive me my debts,” 
while you had not a spark of godly sorrow !—while you scarce thought 
on your heinous guilt, or formed the slightest purpose of forsaking the 
sins for which you asked pardon! Then you mocked your God. Then 
you plunged yourself deeper in guilt. And yet, this saying the prayer, 
“ Forgive,” perhaps warded off alarm from your mind, and conviction 
from your conscience. O, let not your prayer be a mere mockery of 
God, and a means of hardening and deluding your own soul. Rather 
take the open ground of rebellion; spurn forgivencss; and know your 
standing ;—and if you 2ill rush upon the thick bosses of the Almighty’s 
buckler, do it with your eyes open. ‘Then, peradventure, some awful 
perception of danger may flash upon your soul, and make you relent 
before your doom is for ever sealed. 


And how important to you is it, dying fellow sinner, that You imme- 
diately find forgiveness! In a little time your health will fail. The 
world will fade from your eyes. You must leave your business ; your 
wealth ; your friends ; your pleasures ; and go into eternity. You must 
appear before God in judgment. The books will be opened. The — 
books that contain the record of your years, and months, and days, and 
hours :—the books that record your manner of life; your words ; your 
deeds ; your plans; your influence; your conduct in your stewardship 
here. All that God has done for you will be brought to mind. His 
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» @arnest invitations; his many ; his solemn commands; 

thing will be brought to light. ‘The ;—who died for you, and 

waited so long to save you,—will then plead against you. You 

condemned. Heaven is lost. You relent; but it is too late. You 

cry for mercy ; but you are not answered. Your eternity begins with 

déspair. ‘The Almighty—the Eternal—the unchangeable God has pro- 

nounced your doom. It can never be reversed. Are you prepared to 

endure all this? Can your heart endure, or your hands be strong? 


‘ 


O, learn fgom the scenes of Calvary—learn from the opening re- 
cords of eternity, of what moment it is, that you find pardon now: 
and with all the earnestness that the case demands, cry unto God for 
help. Come in the only way: by the cross of Christ. ‘Trust in the 
Almighty Redeemer. Let go every other shield. View yourself as 
open to the thunderbolts of incensed justice, and let Christ be your 

.- only defence. Have done with all delay. Break at once from every 
yoke of Satan.—Fear not man that shall die—Fear none but God. 
Flee—flee—an undone wretch—for pardon—that you may lay hold 

~ on eternal life. 


. Will you thus pray for pardon? Will you pray now? As we bow 
before’ the ‘throne of infinite love, will you now give yourself up to 
God ? 


“ Now is the time he bends his ear, 

And waits for your request ;° 

Come; lest he rouse his wrath, and swear, 
Ye shall not see my rest.” 





